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Ordinary Meeting 
of Coughton Parish Council



Date and time:   	Monday 15th July 2024
Place:		Coughton C of E Primary 

 Present, Cllr Carter, Cllr Stanton, Cllr Hawthorne, Cllr Piddington and two members of the public.

         334/24   WELCOME & APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from County Councillor Kerridge and Cllr Lewington due to prior commitments. The apologies were accepted.
335/24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None were received. 

336/24 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A local resident reported that an ongoing planning application and subsequent appeal had been approved.

337/24 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10th June 2024. Proposed by Cllr Stanton, seconded by Cllr Carter.

338/24 FINANCIAL MATTERS	
				
i) The RFO report and associated payments were proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Hawthorne. 
	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	25
	GoCardless
	Hugo Fox Website monthly fee
	11.99

	26
	Unity Trust 
	Service Charge 
	18

	27
	HMRC
	Clerks Tax 
	60.40

	28
	W. Robinson 
	Internal Audit Fee
	279.60

	29
	S. Whittaker 
	Clerks Salary 
	240.99

	30
	SDC
	Bin Emptying
	513

	
	 
	TOTAL
	1154.61

	
	
	
	



ii) The internal audit report and its recommendations were proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Hawthorne 

iii) The recommended Risk Assessment was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Hawthorne. 

339/24 PREVIOUS ACTION POINTS
AP1 March - Clerk to check if we can claim on insurance for the replacement bin. ONGOING Stratford District Council were forwarding a letter headed quote to the council via Cllr Lewington to be sent to the insurance company. 
AP1/May Clerk to check planning from Heart of England Forestry regarding Coughton Wood on Sambourne Lane and a Consultation was available for comments on the Parkfield Farm site which closed on 29th June. CONSULTATION regarding Parkfield Farm sent to all councillors.
AP2/May – Clerk to enquire if a further inspection by structural engineers or monitoring can take place on the foot bridge over the ford. Clerk requested new inspections with councillor and local resident, awaiting date. ONGOING
AP3/May Clerk and Cllr Lewington to coordinate a multi-agency meeting with various agencies about the speeding on the A435 and parking in and around the school. ONGOING invite to be sent to MP post election. 

	

 	340/24 VILLAGE REPORTS
i. Environment Group – The footpath at the back of The Throckmorton had been cleared by the landowner, clearing footpaths. Cllr Juned agreed to ask Alcester Town Council about the use of community services to clear some public rights of way and footpaths 
ii. Community Group – Coughton choir had recently had a very successful concert raising over £2200 which was split between Alcester and Studley First Responders. Cllr Juned also highlighted the availability of grants that may be of use to charity groups such as the First Responders. 
iii. Coughton C of E Primary School – The school had notified all the parents in advance regarding appropriate parking as well as informing the parish council about upcoming events to make people in the village aware. Sadly, there were still incidences from both parents and visitors to a National Trust event causing disruption for road users and local farmers. Cllr Stanton suggested the use of barriers to protect the entrance to the farm, to allow easier access for large farm equipment. The school will close on Friday 19th July and reopen on the 3rd September 2024. There is a schedule of work to take place including installation of solar panels and the fence around the perimeter of the school.
iv. Roads and pathways – The reported work on Coughton Field Lane is still not complete following new drains and manholes, the drain tops have not been sealed. A date for completion has now been confirmed as the 9th September 2024. The tarmac on the sides of the lane has badly eroded, Cllr Stanton to speak to highways about what can be done to improve.  The cones on Coughton Lane/Alcester Heath had been reported will be collected but accident critical jobs were given priority. Two loose manhole covers by the Throckmorton and  Sambourne Lane had been reported but no date had been given for completion. 

341/24 PLANNING
Application(s) reference: 24/01271/FUL
Proposed : Attached single storey garage to barn
At : Bumblebee Barn, Coughton Lane, Coughton, Alcester B49 5HP

Certificate of Lawfulness - The Planning (Listed Buildings) (Certificates of Lawfulness of Proposed Works) Regulations 2014
Submitted by: Ms Aimee Tavana The National Trust
Based on the descriptions and information provided, together with a site visit, the Local
Planning Authority considers that the works proposed, involving the repainting of 5 doors
within the main staircase at Coughton Court, which is located in the stone gatehouse on the
west range, in accordance with the statements and plans received 09.05.2024, would have
no substantive impact on the character of the listed building in terms of its special historic
or architectural interest.

342/24 COUNTY COUNCILLOR J. KERRIDGE 
In his absence Cllr Kerridge had informed the clerk the average speed cameras are connected to supply and after some work with the police they will go live imminently. 


343/24 DISTRCIT COUNCILLOR S. JUNED
On the 26th June Cllr Juned attended the Fire and Rescue Scrutiny Committee. The proposals going forward to the cabinet are very different to the ones previously presented during consultation. On the new proposals there will be no nighttime cover from Alcester, meaning cover from Bidford. Alcester had particular respect for fire services after the Atherstone Fire disaster. The new MP was making the case to the cabinet before going to the council for the final decision
The Warwickshire Council Charter was agreed on the 1st July. A Civility and respect pledge will be considered at the next audit and standards committee. A peer review to look at communication and how the council communicates both in house and to users of the council was due to take place. There was a particular focus on online communications and ensuring those who don’t use online material are still able to access all information. 
There was now a parish council forum and a new online newsletter fortnightly which can be subscribed to on the website to get general information. AP1/July Clerk to sign up for this on behalf of the council.
The first round of Climate Change Fund requests had been awarded money one being Great Alne who were successful in gaining funding to support their flooding relief efforts. The next round of money will be available from September. Coughton Parish Council could apply to support their environment group and its work. The newly elected MP Manuela Perteghella was now in parliament and was previously the parish council champion which will now be handed  over. A Climate Change event at the District Council which will be on 6th September information is available on the website. 

344/24 FENCING AROUND THE SCHOOL
There were queries about the appearance of the fence that was due to be installed. There were queries about whether the fence could be set back from the road. Mr Kolb informed the council that due to the safeguarding regulations there was no scope to move the fence back, particularly due to road safety and the school’s responsibilities around liability if there were to be an accident at the school. There will also be cameras on site monitoring the access to the school. 

345/24 CORRESPONDENCE
· Zoom presentation from Great Alne Parish council regarding flood action – emailed 
· Parkfield Farm Consultation from Heart of England Forest – emailed
· Alcester North Police/Parish Meeting- new date emailed 
· Update from Cllr Kerridge regarding speed cameras on A435 – emailed

346/24 COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
· Action Plan update
· Update of Parish Council Website

347/24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· 23rd September 2024 at 6:30pm

The meeting closed at 7:20pm
Proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Hawthorne. 

             Sarah Whittaker
Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
www.coughtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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