


Minutes

Annual Assembly
of Coughton Parish Council
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Date and time:   	Monday 15th May at 6:15pm 
Place:		Coughton C of E Primary School

Attendance: Cllr L. Carter, Cllr L.Stanton, Cllr Lewington and Cllr Piddington
Sarah Whittaker (Parish Clerk), District Councillor Susan Juned, Ros Anscombe Heart of England Forest, Claudine Pearson, WALC and Mr Kolb, Headteacher
       9 Members of the public.



1. WELCOME and APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from County Councillor Justin Kerridge, the apologies were accepted.

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2022	 DOCUMENT 1

	Proposed L.S   		Seconded by L.C 

3. THE PARISH COUNCIL YEAR 
To receive a report from Cllr Piddington. Cllr Piddington read his report highlighting the recent activities of the council in the 2022/2023 year. The report was proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington. 

4. COMMUNITY REPORTS							            
· County Councillor Justin Kerridge 
In his absence the report forwarded by Cllr Kerridge was read out by The Chairman. The key points highlighted were the recent feasibility studies for a proposed new cycle path in the area leading from Alcester to Coughton, with funding available from central government and Warwickshire County Council.  There was a successful youth project in nearby Studley. 
Studley Youth foundation with excellent youth workers. Barnardo’s are running a networking group on behalf of WCC in Studley, based around children and young families but covering all aspects of village community including food banks, churches, schools, youth clubs, elderly
people and special educational needs. The Councillor grant applications will be accepted from Tuesday 9 May till Sunday 18 June. For community groups, clubs, PTAs with a project/need that will benefit the village. There are continued Studley to Coughton roadside footpath
into extending the upgraded footpath section around Haydon way to Coughton. But the cost is prohibitive at approx. £90k so very unlikely. Flooding continues to be high on the agenda with Cllr Kerridge working with PC and WCC to increase information gathering (past and future events) at a PC/village level to pass to WCC to enable bids for flood alleviation project/measures. Concentrating on flooding of houses (not outbuildings/grounds) from surface water (not spray from roads) There is approximately £10k of delegated budget over the 4 year term (2 years left) to spend on Coughton highways projects. This can be items
associated with roads, pavements and rights of way. 

Cllr Lewington Environment Group Formation 
Cllr Lewington had kindly invited Ros Anscombe from Heart of England Forest and Claudine Pearson from WALC to discuss with the council and villagers the type of initiatives that fellow councils are involved in and how the villagers would like to support the Environment Group. A Councillor from neighbouring parish Sambourne would be very keen liaise with Coughton to work together in supporting both parishes. 

New District Councillor Susan Jared offered her services, having worked for climate change and environmental charities in the past with a wealth of experience to offer.

Ros Anscombe – Heart of England Forest
Ros highlighted the work of the charity to support the growth of the woodland cover which one of the lowest percentages of tree cover in Europe. The vision of the charity is to create and conserve a 30,000 acre woodland within the Midlands. The land they plant on is then purchased so it is protected for future generations. Land had been purchased locally in the ancient forest of Feckenham, this was currently not open to the public but can be accessed by volunteers. The charity are currently working with Stratford District Council, Warwickshire County Council and Wychbold Council. The work locally by the charity was highlighted as well as samples of the magazines and resources available. Ways in which the local community can support the charity was also shared. Questions were received from members of the public regarding access to local forest owned by the charity and access for both wheelchair users and those with prams. The Chairman 

Claudine Pearson – WALC
Claudine introduced herself to the council. Claudine is an employee of Warwickshire Local Council Association and also a Parish Councillor locally with a great deal of knowledge on environmental issues. Claudine urged the council to use their local knowledge and keep The Heart of England Forest up to date of any local fields that might be for sale. Claudine discussed a field that was gifted to her parish which had been identified as a habitat for rare species and as a result had been given a grant from Warwickshire County Council to manage the biodiversity in the field with a Biodiversity Management Plan. Claudine highlighted initiatives such as wildflower areas, designated tree planting areas and wild play areas. Alcester Climate Action for Everyone (Café) will take place on Saturday 24th June 1pm – 4:40pm and all are welcome to find out more on local action to take part in climate action. The Chairman thanked Claudine for attending. 
4. MATTERS RAISED BY THE ELECTORATE



Sarah Whittaker 
Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
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