


                                                                                                               
Minutes
Ordinary Parish Meeting
of Coughton Parish Council
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Date and time:   	Monday 2nd October at 6:30pm 
Place:		Coughton C of E Primary School, Coughton Lane 

Present: Cllr R. Piddington, Cllr L. Carter, Cllr Stanton and Cllr Lewington
In attendance: Sarah Whittaker (Parish Clerk), Mr Kolb (Headteacher) and 3 members of the public. 

244/23 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from County Councillor Justin Kerridge and District Councillor Susan Juned due to prior arrangements; the apologies were accepted.

245/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None declared.

246/23 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The Village Champion Award was given to local farmer Bob Turner. Mr Turner had received a number of votes by local residents for his ongoing work in and around the village which was appreciated by all. Mr Turner was awarded a certificate of thanks and vouchers from the Parish Council by the Chairman Roy Piddington who thanked Mr Turner for all his efforts.

247/23 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Cllr Lewington queried the date of the meeting in July, which was confirmed as the 24th July 2023.The minutes were proposed by Cllr Lewington and seconded by Cllr Stanton. The Chairman duly signed the minutes.

248/23 FINANCIAL MATTERS	
EMAILED								   
i. RFO Report							
It was proposed by Cllr L. Carter and seconded by Cllr C. Lewington to authorise all payments listed.

	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	25
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	JUNE/JULY EXPENSES
	193.48

	26
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	COUGHTON PC JUNE
	110

	27
	B/P to: DM PAYROLL
	COUGHTON
	60

	28
	B/P to: L Stanton
	Newsletter Printing
	29.59

	29
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerks  Tax
	139.86

	30
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	JULY SALARY
	139.86

	31
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	AUG SALARY
	152.78

	32
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerks Tax
	126.94

	33
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	July Grass cutting
	110




249/23 ACTION POINTS
AP1/Jan Agreed that Cllr Carter would further investigate the fishing rights licence and report back to the council ONGOING. Agreed to remove from action points as no further information can be found.
AP1/July Clerk to contact National Trust and County Council regarding overgrown hedges opposite the Throckmorton, Coughton Hill. Clerk contacted County Council who have completed work. RESOLVED but carefully monitor work as wasn’t done to a high standard.
AP2/July – Clerk to check when planning permission runs out at the Stackyard and report back. Clerk confirmed that the planning permission expires in February 2024. RESOLVED 
AP3/July Cllr Lewington agreed to chase why the decking grant money had not been received by Coughton C of E Primary from the Community Fund. – Cllr Lewington had requested a response but was still awaiting this. Cllr Lewington requested an invoice from Mr Kolb for the work which could be forwarded to the community group for them to decide on the donation.
AP4/July - Clerk to send a letter to the National Trust outlining the black bags which had been reported to the police as it was believed to contain drugs. Letter sent via post, hand delivered and emailed to National Trust. The ranger from the National Trust agreed to remove the bags if they were found to be on National Trust land. ONGOING.
AP5/July Agreed to arrange a multi-agency meeting regarding the speeding particularly by the school on the A435. See item 10 ONGOING 

240/23 VILLAGE REPORTS
i. Environmental Group 
Fly tipping along roads in Coughton has reduced slightly. Coughton Fields Lane and the Ford was unsightly over the summer holidays due to the piles of rubbish left by visitors. Cllr Stanton contacted SDC regarding signage for the Ford and was still awaiting a call back. Cllr Stanton recommended the use of an app that can be downloaded onto phones called Love clean streets where users can report waste and fly tipping which is then sent directly to the council. AP1/ OCT Clerk to add details for Love Clean Streets and Fix my Street to website. It was suggested that a dummy camera could be sited at the Ford to prevent rubbish and fly tipping, but permission would need to be sought. More debris from the fallen tree in the Ford had fallen causing more of a blockage. AP2/OCT Clerk to contact NT about reviewing falling tree in Ford.

ii. Coughton C of E Primary School
Mr Kolb explained that there was little to report at present from the school. Councillors reported that there were ongoing issues with parking near the school. Lady in car today parking on double yellow lines blocking the road as vehicles were turning onto Coughton Field Lane. Mr Kolb agreed to place in the school newsletter. Cllr Stanton requested that Mr Kolb remind parents to use the crossing not race across the road. Local farmer Bob Turner was recently  trying to harvest the maze near Coughton Field Lane causing great difficulty with large machinery particularly around school pick up and drop off. Mr Turner reported that the school were very supportive and emailed parents to let them know when harvest would take place but due to weather conditions it is often impossible to plan. Cllr Carter asked if there were much issues with using Sambourne Lane, but Mr Turner confirmed that Sambourne Lane isn’t used very often due to the inability for tractors and machinery to reverse for passing and being unable to pass due to cars parked at the nursery. 

iii. Roads and Pathways
Concerns about the condition of local cycle lines were reported by residents at the recent coffee morning. Cllr Stanton had contacted Highways who have raised a job for cycle lane lining to be replaced but all budget is spent so will take priority once there is a new budget in April 2024. The loose manhole cover is the responsibility of Severn Trent Waters access, but highways agreed to liaise with them to get this fixed due to the noise issue it is causing

iiii. Community Group
Cllr Lewington reported that the bench not will now not be sited at the Ford and an alternative location is currently being looked at. Cllr Stanton reported that a new location for the Christmas tree and lights was required, funding is going to be requested from the community group and Parish Council. Pete’s tree on main road by bus stop has been broken and is now dead, and it was suggested that the newly purchased fruit tree for the Queens canopy tree could replace this. Permission would be needed from the National Trust. AP3/OCT Clerk to gain permission from National Trust. 


. 
241/23 PLANNING  

Reference No: 23/00527/FUL
Date of Decision: 24 July 2023
Address: Bumblebee Barn, Coughton Lane, Coughton, Alcester B49 5HP
Change of use and conversion of 1no. building to provide 1no. dwelling along with
external alterations, the addition of a porch and associated development
PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

Reference No: 23/01445/LBC
Date of Decision: 1 August 2023
Coughton Lodge , Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5HU
Replace single glazing for double glazing to existing retained c20 window and
door frames. Install secondary glazing to existing retained historic windows.

Installation of a lean-to greenhouse connecting to outbuilding. Installation of a
mesh chicken enclosure. Installation of a set of driveway gates. Installation of a
pedestrian gate. Installation of an EV charger on the garage in line with conditions
of previously granted planning permission. Replacement of old, damaged and
rotten estate fencing.
PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

Reference No: 23/01232/FUL
Date of Decision: 17 August 2023
Poachers Retreat, Alcester Heath, Alcester, B49 5JJ
PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS

Application(s) reference: 23/02075/TREE
At : Coughton Court , Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5JA
Proposed : T1- 157 - common lime - Fell
T2- 180 - ash - Fell
T3- 020 - ash - Remove dead wood over visitor route
T4- 070 - common lime – Fell
PERMISSION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS




Application(s) reference: 23/02238/FUL
Proposed: Construction of timber-framed carport to support solar panels over existing
drive area.
At: Coughton Lodge, Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5HU
AWAITING DECISION

Application(s) reference: 23/02258/FUL
Proposed: Use of two existing holiday let buildings (barns 1 and 2) for restricted
occupation as two residents living together with care provided (C3(b)) and staff accommodation to
support barns 1, 3, 4 & 5 along with external alterations to existing buildings (part retrospective).
At: Windmill Hill Barns, New End Farm Road, Coughton,
For: Mr David Parker, Parker Holiday Lets Ltd

It was agreed that the parish council offered its support to the above application for Windmill Barns which was uploaded to the district council website.


242/23 REPORT FROM CLLR KERRIDGE
In his absence County Councillor Kerridge emailed a report stating that a report regarding the new cycle paths would shortly be distributed to councils before being made available for public consultation.

243/23 REPORT FROM CLLR SUSAN JUNED 
None received.

244/23 WEBSITE
It was agreed by all council members that a monthly direct debit for £9.99 plus VAT be set up for the bronze package from current website provider.

245/23 SPEEDING MEETING 
Clerk to contact MP to get some convenient dates for the meeting and will then forward to other relevant parties to agree a date.

246/23 CORRESPONDENCE
Statutory Polling Review – council to represent the views of the parish but carefully consider the implications of the school, which would most likely mean the school has to close.
 
D-Day Celebrations 6th June 2024 – Information from WALC had been distributed regarding lighting a beacon for the 80th anniversary of D-day, something that could be during the day and on the evening. Express an interest. Add to calendar of events and the next agenda. 

Information regarding possible funding for tree planting from WALC for a small coppice had been circulated and an expression of interest from the council was submitted.

Cllr Lewington is attending the upcoming Heart of England Forest meeting. 

247/23 COUNCILLORS REPORT
Nothing to report.

242/23 CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR TO THE VACANT SEAT 
Following the recent application from Jim Hawthorne outlining his reasons for wanting to be coopted as a councillor it was proposed by Cllr Lewington and seconded by Cllr Stanton to coopt Mr Hawthorne as a councillor for Coughton Parish Council. Cllr Jim Hawthorne duly completed the declaration of interested and declaration of acceptance and was given a Councillor Code of Conduct. 

243/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· 27th November 2023 at 6:30pm.
Proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington. 

The meeting was closed at 7:11pm.

Sarah Whittaker
Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
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