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Minutes of the Coughton Parish Council Ordinary Meeting
Date and time: Monday 27th January 2025  – 6.30pm                     
Place: Coughton C of E Primary School 

Present 
Cllr Roy Piddington 				Chairman
Cllr Christine Lewington	 			Vice Chair
Cllr Len Carter
Cllr Lynne Stanton
Cllr Jim Hawthorne
Cllr Susan Juned	 			    Stratford District Councillor 
Cllr Justin Kerridge 				    County Councillor
Sarah Whittaker 			                   CPC Clerk	

There were 4 members of the public present.	 	 
					
1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES – Mr Alex Kolb, Headteacher. Apologies Accepted

2. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST – There were none reported.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
i. Mr John McTavish made us aware of his disapproval that he had not had a response from the Parish Council with regards the letter he sent in September. The matter was the change in law re councils paying towards the upkeep of the cemetery. He was informed this was approved at the last meeting and the reason no letter had been sent was due to the absence of the parish clerk.
Action: Chairman & Clerk to email Mr McTavish
ii. Members of the public thanked the parish council for their efforts to try and reduce the speed limit and improve the condition of the carriageway due to the impact that this is having on local residents. 
iii. It was also highlighted that the drains on the main road are starting to fill with dry leaves and need urgently cleaning out.
Action: Cllr Stanton to report this again to highways
iv. Cllr Lewington asked DC Kerridge to confirm if Coughton had been reinstated on the Flood Risk Register and also if he would be in full support. 
                                 Action: Cllr Lewington to follow up

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES									A
[bookmark: _Hlk183534822]To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 25th November 2024.  
The clerk had queried the approval of some of the items due to her absence.                                                                It was confirmed that the items had been approved.                                                                                                              The minutes were then approved unanimously.                                              Proposed by Cllr Lewington 
									   Seconded by Cllr Stanton 
									   Signed by Chairman                              
      

5. FINANCIAL MATTERS	- EMAILED TO COUNCILLORS
								   
RFO Report	 - Document 1		                                                                   Proposed by….  
									   Seconded by…. 
i. 					                                                                A

	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	43
	SERVICE CHARGE
	QUARTELY SERVICE CHARGE
	18.00

	44
	B/P TO : S.A.WHITTAKER
	AUG/SEP EXPENSES
	105.99

	45
	B/P TO : WALC
	COUGHTON PC 83
	30.00

	46
	B/P TO : CTKT LTD
	COUGHTON PC AUG
	110.00

	47
	B/P TO : HMRC
	120PFO2042518
	60.40

	48
	B/P TO : S.A.WHITTAKER
	SEPTEMBER SALARY
	240.99

	49
	B/P TO : L.T.STANTON
	CPC NEWSLETTER
	32.17

	50
	DIRECT DEBIT (GO CARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	51
	SERVICE CHARGE
	MONTHLY SERVICE CHARGE
	5.40

	52
	B/P TO : CTKT LTD
	COUGHTON PC 3648
	110.00

	53
	B/P TO : DM PAYROLL
	HALF YEAR FEE
	60.00

	54
	B/P TO : DM PAYROLL
	HALF YEAR FEE
	60.00

	55
	B/P TO : HMRC
	CLERKS TAX
	60.20

	56
	B/P TO S.A.WHITTAKER
	OCTOBER SALARY
	241.19

	 
	TOTAL
	 
	£1146.33



ii.     CIL
iii. 	    Mid-Year Budget Review – Document 2				               D
The payments were                                                                                                            Proposed by Cllr Lewington   
						  Seconded by Cllr Stanton                                                                                                                                                                   
The mid-year budget review was noted.
 
6. MATTERS ARRISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25th November 2024       

	Minute
	Name(s)
	Action

	AP1 March
	SA Whittaker
	Clerk to check if we can claim on insurance for the replacement                                   bin. Clerk has sent documentation to insurance company for                             claim. There was some discussion around the citing of the                   new bin, it was suggested it should be moved closer to the bridge       at a higher level, when cited. Ongoing

	AP2 May
	SA Whittaker
	Clerk to enquire if a further inspection by structural engineers                                        or monitoring can take place on the foot bridge over the ford.                      Clerk requested new inspections with councillor and local          resident,                                        awaiting date. Ongoing

	2022/23
	
	Replacement of parking signs in Coughton lane- Ongoing

	2024
	
	To arrange a meeting with NT re flooding - Ongoing

	2024/25
	
	To arrange litter pick - Ongoing

	
	
	Action Tracker







7. VILLAGE REPORTS
i. Speeding report from Cllr Christine Lewington -
Sally Rolfe had previously met with Parish Councillors and gave some helpful suggestions as well as clarifying who is responsible for what areas. Highways, police and MPs had been contacted about the speeding and District Councillor Justin Kerridge had a walkaround the lanes of Coughton with Marcus from Highways. Cllr Kerridge is to resend an email requesting involved parties meet ASAP. Cllr Lewington spoke about the recent accident, where a van and a car collided almost hitting one of the cottages. All we have for protection are plastic bollards which would do little for homes or anyone walking past, we need more substantial restraints.
Cllr Juned had had a similar situation in Alcester on Church Road and High Street. where there is a sharp bend. There had recently been a serious accident and Cllr Juned had contacted David Ayton Hill at CC Highways had been contacted to supply new safety bollards very swiftly. Which was completed with weeks.
        Action – DC Justin Kerridge to resend email requesting involved parties meet ASAP

ii. Flooding, Roads & Pathways – Report from Cllr Lynne Stanton-                                                    The ongoing issues with the drains is being monitored and reported to highways. We have been promised a 3 monthly drain clean which was completed in  October 24, I have informed the Highways department that the drains are now full again with leaves and due to the excess rain and snow. It will negate all works previously done, if they are not cleared soon. We will also  suffer from flooding of homes as we did last year.  The drain at the bottom of Sambourne Lane on A435, has been reported time and again. I was told in September that due to there being a bus stop, they have to get special permissions, which takes a while. But when I spoke to them this week, I was told it requires a special approval and this will be 16 weeks! So, may be completed in March. I have sent my reply to this and am awaiting their response. We still have had no response from NT regarding a meeting. The leaking drain near the Throckmorton is being chased. A member of the public highlighted that Severn Trent had in the past visited residents to highlight what should and should not be put in the drain. There was still an open manhole on Coughton Fields Lane, Dylan from Highways is chasing the full repair. 

iii. Community Group –Report from Cllr Christine Lewington – Nothing to report	
iv. Environment Group – Report from Cllr Jim Hawthorne – Nothing to report
v. Coughton C of E Primary School – Report from Mr Kolb – No report as he was unable to attend meeting. 

8. PLANNING										D
Application(s) reference: 24/01935/VLBC
Proposed : Vary condition 2 of listed building consent 22/03017/LBC (dated 24/05/2023),
to include the installation of roof void ventilation and insulation to the South wing of the property.
Original description: : Reroofing and repairs.
At : Coughton Court, Coughton, Alcester, B49 5JA

APPEAL Application(s) reference: 23/03177/LDE
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: APP/J3720/X/24/3346258
Appeal by Mr Alexander Sims
Site at : The Garden House , Coughton Fields Lane, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 6BS
Proposal : Use of The Garden House as a freestanding Class C3 dwelling, not in compliance
with Condition 2 and Condition 3, along with changes made to the Approved
Drawings

APPROVED - To coincide with ongoing re-roofing works (approved application 22/03017/LBC),
the National Trust are seeking approval to insulate the ceilings of the south
(public) wing.

APPROVED Vary condition 2 of listed building consent 22/03017/LBC (dated 24/05/2023),
to include the installation of roof void ventilation and insulation to the South wing
of the property. Original description: : Reroofing and repairs.

All planning application were reviewed. No comments at present.

9. COUNTY COUNCILLOR J. KERRIDGE 
To receive a verbal report.- Cllr Kerridge had been involved in the greenway cycle route which is currently under plan with a two shires greenway to link Evesham with Stratford.
Alcester Town Council is working with WCC and SDC to work together for £400,000 bid for heritage lottery funding to link towns together with natural pathways. There should be an update about the bid within the next few weeks, there had also been a positive response from Thomas White about using the old railway as part of this route. Cllr Kerridge suggested the formation of a working group with other local parish councils to support the Greenway bid.                                                           
Cllr Kerridge suggested making links with Great Alne Parish Council regarding flooding and road safety. Great Alne applied for community action funds from the district council, using their active travel feasibility studies, to spread the learnings of their findings was one of the criteria of the fund. This study has been published on WALC as Great Alne are keen to share their study with other local councils. Cllr Juned recommended looking at Great Alnes risk analysis and application as a starter. It was not only to Mitigate climate change but also adapting and being resilient towards climate change. 

10. DISTRCIT COUNCILLOR S. JUNED
To receive a verbal report.- Cllr Juned highlighted that there is a local plan currently being updated. Local plans need to be updated to get investment for infrastructure.  There is a consultation in January regarding development. Cllr Juned urged the council to respond about the need for suitable infrastructure even if it not immediately affecting the Coughton area. Community infrastructure Levy (CIL) is used for the infrastructure. There is a Winter Warmth campaign for those struggling to keep warm in the winter months with rising costs. The District Council is about to apply for warm homes local grant to gain further funds to support those with older homes such as listed buildings as grants can be harder to access but these homes are notoriously hard to keep warm. 

11. UPDATE OF WEBSITE – For discussion at the next meeting				D
	  		Action: The clerk requested that required updates be sent to her. 

12. COUGHTON APPRECIATION AWARD					 		D
Nominations will be requested in the newsletter, to be sent to the clerk. They will be chosen at the next parish meeting.
		Action: The clerk to collate nominations.

13. CORRESPONDENCE – None received	

14. COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS and ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS -		      	I/D
Any items to be sent to the clerk

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING								I/A	
· 27th January 2025 at 6:30pm

The meeting was closed at 7.25pm                                                                            Proposed by Cllr Hawthorne 
                                                                                                                                                   Seconded by Cllr Stanton. 
Sarah Whittaker
Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
www.coughtonparishcouncil.org.uk
		
I – INFORMATION    	D – DISCUSSION	A – AGREEMENT									
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